ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE
Vicariate of the Palestinian & Jordanian
Orthodox Communities in the U.S.

ST. JAMES ORTHODOX CHURCH
195 N. Main Street; Milpitas, CA 95035
sjorthodox.org

408.934.1794 (Office)

Very Rev. Fr. Jeries Hanna 408.509.8802
Fr. Dcn. Joseph Kawar 408.398.6357
UPCOMING SERVICES
Monday, July 2
St. Jude the Brother of the Lord &
St. John Maximovitch Archbishop of SF
10:00 am
Divine Liturgy
Saturday, July 7
Nativity of St. John the Baptist
10:00 am
Divine Liturgy
Sunday, July 8
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am
Matins
10:30 am
Divine Liturgy
FASTING SCHEDULE
6/4-7/11
July 2
July 3
July 4
July 5
July 6
July 7
July 8

Apostles Fast
Fish & Oil Allowed
Fish & Oil Allowed
Strict Fasting
Fish & Oil Allowed
Strict Fasting
Fish & Oil Allowed
Fish & Oil Allowed

COFFEE & LUNCH HOUR
Lunch this Sunday will be provided
by Monty and Jihan Swaiss &
Family. God Bless those who provide
to the church!

LOOKING AHEAD
6/4-7/11

Apostles Fasting

July 11

Board Meeting

August 12

Festival Kick-off Event

Sept. 14-16

Annual Food Festival

Nov. 17

Christmas Dinner

Bulletin for July 2 - July 8
Issue No. 750
Holy Apostle Jude - July 2
St. Jude was one of the Twelve Apostles. He
was the son of Joseph and Salome and the
brother of James, the brother of the Lord.
Even though he could call himself the
brother of the Lord as much as James, he did
not do this, out of humility and shame, for
he did not at first believe in Christ the Lord.
Jude preached the Gospel throughout Judea,
Samaria, Galilee, Idumea, Syria, Arabia,
Mesopotamia and Armenia. In Edessa, the
town of Abgar, he augmented the preaching
of the other Thaddaeus. When Jude was
preaching in the regions …...
around Ararat, he was captured by pagans, crucified on a cross and
killed by being shot with arrows, that he might reign eternally in the
Kingdom of Christ.
Youth/Young Adults!
We would like to update our contact list for all members over the age of
12. Please email your name, email address, phone number and a
parent’s email address to info@sjorthodox.org, or provide in person to
Fr. Deacon Joseph. We will start scheduling summer events and social
activities every Thursday.
Food Festival Planning
Our 12th Annual Food Festival will be on September 14-16th. As many
of you know, it takes a lot of planning and resources to make our event
successful. If you would like to help in any way, please contact Yousef
Hanna by emailing him at yockey99@hotmail.com.
Debkeh Groups
If you would like to have your children be a part of our Debkeh dance
groups for this year’s festival, please contact Luma Theodossy at
408-666-8864
Lost and Found
A pair of gold earrings, possibly belonging to a young girl were found
this past Sunday. If you believe that they belong to you , please contact
either Fr. Dcn. Joseph or Fr. Jeries.

ﺗﺬﻛﺎر ﻣﻮﻟﺪ اﻟﻨﺒﻲ اﻟﻜﺮﯾﻢ واﻟﺴﺎﺑﻖ اﻟﻤﺠﯿﺪ ﯾﻮﺣﻨﺎ اﻟﻤﻌﻤﺪان – اﻟﺴﺒﺖ  ٧ﺗﻤﻮز  ٢٤ﺣﺰﯾﺮان
وُﻟﺪ اﻟﻘﺪﯾﺲ ﯾﻮﺣﻨﺎ اﻟﻤﻌﻤﺪان ﻣﻦ واﻟﺪﯾﻦ ﺗﻘﯿﯿﻦ وھﻤﺎ اﻟﻜﺎھﻦ زﻛﺮﯾﺎ وأﻟﯿﺼﺎﺑﺎت  .وﺑﯿﻨﻤﺎ زﻛﺮﯾﺎ ﯾﺼﻠﻲ ﻓﻲ اﻟﮭﯿﻜﻞ وﯾﺒﺨﺮ ظﮭﺮ ﻟﮫ ﻣﻼك اﻟﺮب ﻗﺎﺋﻼً  :ﻻ ﺗﺨﻒ ﯾﺎ
زﻛﺮﯾﺎ ﻷن طﻠﺒﻚ ﻗﺪ ﺗﺤﻘﻖ وﺳﺘﻠﺪ زوﺟﺘﻚ أﻟﯿﺼﺎﺑﺎت اﺑﻨﺎ ً وﺗﺴﻤﯿﮫ ﯾﻮﺣﻨﺎ وﯾﻜﻮن ﻟﻚ ﻓﺮح واﺑﺘﮭﺎج وﺳﻮف ﯾﻜﻮن ﻋﻈﯿﻤﺎ ً أﻣﺎم اﻟﺮب وﺧﻤﺮاً وﻣﺴﻜﺮاً ﻻ ﯾﺸﺮب ﻓﻘﺎل ﻟﮫ
زﻛﺮﯾﺎ :ﻛﯿﻒ ﯾﺘﻢ ھﺬا وأﻧﺎ ﺷﯿﺦ وزوﺟﺘﻲ ﻣﺘﻘﺪﻣﺔ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻌﻤﺮ  ،ﻓﺄﺟﺎب اﻟﻤﻼك ﻗﺎﺋﻼً ﺳﺘﻜﻮن ﺻﺎﻣﺘﺎ ً وﻻ ﺗﻘﺪر أن ﺗﺘﻜﻠﻢ ﻷﻧﻚ ﻟﻢ ﺗﺼﺪق ﻛﻼﻣﻲ
وﺑﻌﺪ ﺗﻠﻚ اﻷﯾﺎم ﺣﺒﻠﺖ أﻟﯿﺼﺎﺑﺎت وأﺧﻔﺖ ﻧﻔﺴﮭﺎ ﺧﻤﺴﺔ أﺷﮭﺮ وﻓﻲ اﻟﺸﮭﺮ اﻟﺴﺎدس ﺣﺒﻠﺖ اﻟﺴﯿﺪة اﻟﻌﺬراء وذھﺒﺖ ﻟﺰﯾﺎرة ﻧﺴﯿﺒﺘﮭﺎ أﻟﯿﺼﺎﺑﺎت وﻣﻜﺜﺖ ﻋﻨﺪھﺎ ﺛﻼث أﺷﮭﺮ
 ،وﻟﻤﺎ ﺗﻤﺖ وﻻدة أﻟﯿﺼﺎﺑﺎت ﻓﺮح اﻟﺠﻤﯿﻊ وﻓﻲ اﻟﯿﻮم اﻟﺜﺎﻣﻦ ﺟﺎؤوا ﻟﯿﺨﺘﻨﻮا اﻟﺼﺒﻲ وﯾﺴﻤﻮه ﺑﺎﺳﻢ زﻛﺮﯾﺎ ﻓﺄﺟﺎﺑﺖ أﻣﮫ ﻻ ﺑﻞ ﯾﺴﻤﻰ ﯾﻮﺣﻨﺎ ﺛﻢ طُﻠﺐ ﻣﻦ أﺑﯿﮫ  ،ﻓﻄﻠﺐ
ﻟﻮح وﻛﺘﺐ ﻋﻠﯿﮫ اﺳﻢ ﯾﻮﺣﻨﺎ ﻓﺘﻌﺠّﺐ اﻟﺠﻤﯿﻊ وﻓﻲ اﻟﺤﺎل اﻧﻔﺘﺢ ﻓﻤﮫ وﻟﺴﺎﻧﮫ وﺗﻜﻠﻢ وﺑﺎرك ﷲ
ﻟﻘﺪ ﻧﻤﻰ اﻟﺼﺒﻲ ﺑﺘﻘﻮى ﻣﻦ اﻟﺮوح اﻟﻘﺪس وﻛﺎن ﻓﻲ اﻟﺒﺮاري إﻟﻰ ﯾﻮم ظﮭﻮره ﻻﺳﺮاﺋﯿﻞ  ،وﻛﺎن ﯾﻘﻮل  :ﺗﻮﺑﻮا وأﺻﻠﺤﻮا ﺣﯿﺎﺗﻜﻢ واﻋﺘﻤﺪوا ﻓﻲ اﻷردن ﻟﻤﻐﻔﺮة اﻟﺨﻄﺎﯾﺎ
ﻛﻞ ذﻟﻚ ﻟﯿﺘﺤﻘﻖ ﻗﻮل اﻟﻨﺒﻲ أﺷﻌﯿﺎ  :ﺻﻮت ﺻﺎرخ ﻓﻲ اﻟﺒﺮﯾﺔ أﻋﺪوا طﺮﯾﻖ اﻟﺮب  .ﻓﻠﻤﺎ ﻛﺎن اﻟﺠﻤﻮع ﯾﺄﺗﻮن إﻟﻰ ﯾﻮﺣﻨﺎ ﻟﯿﻌﺘﻤﺪوا ﻛﺎﻧﻮا ﯾﻈﻨﻮن أﻧﮫ اﻟﻤﺴﯿﺢ ﺻﺮخ وﻗﺎل
 :أﻧﺎ أﻋﻤﺪﻛﻢ ﺑﺎﻟﻤﺎء وﻟﻜﻦ ﯾﺄﺗﻲ ﻣﻦ ﺑﻌﺪي ﻣﻦ ھﻮ أﻗﻮى ﻣﻨﻲ ،أﻧﺎ ﻻ اﺳﺘﺤﻖ أن أﺣﻞ ﺳﯿﻮر ﺣﺬاﺋﮫ ﻓﮭﻮ ﯾﻌﻤّﺪﻛﻢ ﺑﺎﻟﺮوح اﻟﻘﺪس
وﻟﻤﺎ ﺑﻠﻎ اﻟﺴﯿﺪ اﻟﻤﺴﯿﺢ ﺳﻦ اﻟﺜﻼﺛﯿﻦ ذھﺐ ﻟﻨﮭﺮ اﻷردن واﻋﺘﻤﺪ ﻣﻦ ﯾﻮﺣﻨﺎ اﻟﻤﻌﻤﺪان وﻟﻠﺤﯿﻦ اﻧﺤﺪر ﻋﻠﯿﮫ اﻟﺮوح اﻟﻘﺪس ﻋﻠﻰ ھﯿﺌﺔ ﺣﻤﺎﻣﺔ

The Nativity of St. John the Baptist
Among the Church's feasts, there are three in honor of God's saint which in their significance stand out from the others
devoted to the saints and are numbered among the great feasts of the Church of Christ. These feasts glorify the economy
of God for our salvation.
These three feasts are the Nativity of St. John the Forerunner, his Beheading, and the feast of the Holy Apostles Peter
and Paul.
The apparition of the holy Archangel Gabriel to the priest Zacharias in the Temple, with the announcement of the birth
to him and the righteous Elizabeth, of a son who would prepare the way for the Lord, the Savior of the world, and the
subsequent fulfillment of this premise, are the first of the events related by the Evangelists.
The announcement of the holy Archangel Gabriel to Zacharias in the Temple begins the New Testament Gospel. The
announcement of the same Archangel Gabriel six months later in Nazareth to the Virgin Mary concerning the birth
from Her of the Son of God, Who was to become incarnate, is a continuation of the revelation of the Pre-eternal Counsel
concerning the salvation of the human race. Three months after, the Annunciation, St. John the Forerunner was born
"in a city of Judah," and six months after him Christ Himself was born in Bethlehem.
These events are closely bound together. "The glorious conception of the Forerunner proclaimeth beforehand the King
Who is to be born of a Virgin" (Exapostilarion, Sept. 23, Feast of the Conception of John the Baptist). The announcement
of the Archangel Gabriel in the Temple, announced later to all living nearby by Zacharias, in the magnificent hymn,
which he sang after the birth of the child, John and the restoration to him of the gift of speech (Luke 1:67-79), is the
forerunner of the angelic hymn: "Glory to God in the highest;" which was sung in Bethlehem by the angels when they
announced to the shepherds the Nativity of Christ. The Nativity of John the Baptist is the first joy sent down by God to
the human race, the beginning of its deliverance from the power of the devil, sin and eternal death.
It is true that even before the Forerunner, the Most Holy Virgin Mary was born, and angels announced Her birth to Her
parents. However, at that time, only Her parents knew of the exalted lot that was prepared for the Virgin Who was
born, and they themselves were not fully aware of what had been announced to them beforehand. Therefore, it was
only they, who celebrated at the birth of their Daughter, while the rest of the world only later understood the joy that
had been announced (to it), by this birth.
For this reason, the feasts of the Nativity of the Most Holy Theotokos and Her Entrance into the Temple were established
in the Church and began to be solemnly celebrated significantly later than the other great feasts, whereas the Nativity of
John the Forerunner is one of the most ancient and most venerated of Christian feasts. Sermons on this feast have been
preserved from the first centuries.
Involuntarily the thought arose: Is this not the Messiah Himself? Judea was in an especially tense state of expectation of
the Savior. Thus, the child John prepared the way for the Lord by his very birth; and even while he was still in the
womb of His mother, by his leaping (Luke 1:41) he announced the coming birth of the Child Jesus, as if crying out:
"Christ is born, give ye glory. Christ comes from heaven, meet ye Him" (Irmos, Canticle One of the Canon, Feast of the
Nativity of Christ).
Being born exactly half a year before Christ, John the Forerunner by the exact time of his birth depicted his mission of
preparing the way for the Lord. He was born at the time of the year (June 24) when the day begins to grow shorter after
the summer solstice, whereas the Nativity of Christ occurs (December 25) when the day begins to grow longer after the
winter solstice. These facts are an embodiment of the words spoken later, by the Forerunner, after the beginning of
Christ's preaching: He must increase, but I must decrease (John 3:30).

Festival Wish-List
Below is a list of only half of the expected expenses for our next festival, please
help if you can. Thank you and God Bless! Festival this year will be on Sept. 14-16

Item

Amount

Donated By

Chicken Shawarma

$450

Gyro

$400

Kefta Meat A

$350

Kefta Meat B

$350

Chicken Kabob

$500

Pork Souvlaki

$200

Lamb Shanks

$400

Falafel/Hummus

$400

Rice & Salad

$200

Utensils A

$250

Utensils B

$250

Water

$300

Already Donated

Soda A

$150

Already Donated

Soda B

$150

Already Donated

Beer & Wine

$500

Kanefeh

$1300

Ice cream/Ice

$300

Chairs, Tables, Dance Floor

$1500

Games (Youth Section)

$1500

Permits & Fees

$3000

Advertising, Marketing, Prints

$6000

Already Donated

Already Donated

